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President: 
Mike  
 
  
STARTING SEEING MO-
TORCYCLES!  Yes, it’s May 
already. Is your sign out in the 
yard? As always May is motor-
cycle awareness month. We as 
riders know this, but do others 
know? We need to get those 
words out to the public. As the 
season gets into full swing, we 
must be ever diligent on the 
road. Let’s be careful this sea-
son.  
 
Brian, John, and I were on the 
radio on April 3rd on WJOL 
1340AM. We had a great time 
with Lynn and Natalie. We were 
able to get our word out to thou-
sands of people across Will 
County. In case you missed the 
show, we spoke about our safety 
and education program as well 
as some of our legislative posi-
tions. Thank you again Rep. Na-
talie Manley for inviting us on 
the show. 
 
My membership contest is half 
over. How are you doing getting 
new members? Don’t forget the 
contest ends May 31st. Get those 
applications in and win a 1 year 
membership on me!  
 
Last month at the meeting I told 
the chapter that I will be going 
to Washington D.C. with five 
others to lobby Congress. I am 
truly honored to be one of the 

representatives from Illinois as 
well as Will County. I will be 
there from April 26 to May 2. I 
will fill everyone in on the re-
sults at the May meeting. 
 
I am sad to inform the chapter 
that our Road Captain, Jackie  
had to step down. She has been 
in the chapter for a number of 
years, and she will be missed. 
With that, we are looking for 
someone to fill her position. As I 
stated on Facebook, just come to 
one of the meetings and we will 
fill you in on the duties of Road 
Captain. 
 
The board has been working on 
updating our web site. We all 
agreed that it really needs a 
“face lift”. We have been work-
ing on changing some of the 
wording, deleting old pictures, 
adding new ones. It really needs 
to reflect current affairs. I’m 
hoping that by the time you read 
this that the changes will have 
been done. It depends on how 
much time our web master has to 
make the changes.  
 
I know by the time you read this, 
John and I will have done our 
Safety & Ed classes at Lockport 
High School. Thank you John 
for getting us back in! I also in-
vited my wife Deb , my son 
Scott , & one of our newest 
members, Brad E. to come out 
and learn how to do 
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gas tax and then tacking on an 
additional toll for each interstate 
you use.  Have you ever traveled 
through New Jersey and New 
York? Imagine suffering that 
nightmare everywhere across the 
country. We’re talking about the 
possibility of hundreds of dollars 
in tolls for a single long trip. 
And it’s not just Democrats who 
support this.  Powerful Republi-
can Congressman Paul Ryan (R-
WI) recently voiced strong sup-
port for letting states toll any 
interstate they’d like. If this idea 
continues to gain support and the 
interstate tolling levee breaks, 
expect riding on interstates to 
get a lot more expensive, unsafe, 
and inconvenient. The new high-
way bill could be up for debate 
at the end of May, and we need 
to fight hard against interstate 
tolls. One step is to sign the peti-
tion the Alliance for Toll-Free 
Interstates has on their website,  
www.TollFreeInterstates.com. 
They’re a broad coalition of in-
terstate users, including the 
MRF, and businesses who want 
to see our interstates protected 
from new tolls. 
 
Now, news from our own back-
yard, and let’s start with some 
good news. HB4105, the Blue 
Dot Taillight bill, passed the 
House today and goes now to the 
Senate. HB3538, the bill to clari-
fy last year’s poker run/gaming 
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Legislative: 
Brian  
 
U.S. Reps. Bob Goodlatte (R-
Va.) and Peter Welch (D-Vt.) 
are circulating a letter to send to 
the Subcommittee on Agricul-
ture, Rural Development, FDA, 
and Related Programs of the 
House Appropriations Commit-
tee.The letter calls for broader 
language to prohibit funds to 
construct, fund, install, or oper-
ate or to pay the salaries and ex-
penses of personnel of the De-
partment of Agriculture to make 
grants for, the instillation of eth-
anol blender pumps. 
 
How would you like to pay a toll 
every time you get on 80 or 55? 
That’s just around the corner 
unless we make our voices 
heard. You may think the inter-
states are safe from having tolls 
slapped on them by politicians 
and bureaucrats, but the inter-
state tolling drumbeat  is grow-
ing louder in DC, and it’s com-
ing from both sides of the aisle. 
Under current law, States are 
prohibited from putting tolls on 
any roads that were built since 
the inception of the Federal In-
terstate Highway System in 
1956. Last spring, President 
Obama proposed eliminating 
that ban on tolling and giving 
every state the option of tolling 
them to raise transportation reve-
nue. That means continuing to 
pay for roads with the current 

http://www.TollFreeInterstates.com


Page 4  

President con’t from page 2  
 

the presentation. We are very 
happy to have some new faces 
helping out. We should be get-
ting calls from Joliet Central 
H.S. to do their summer drivers 
ed classes. I’m sure we will be 
hearing from Plainfield North & 
South H.S. as well. We welcome 
anyone who would like to learn 
the presentation and help out. As 
I’ve said before, by teaching 
these classes the life you save 
could be your own. 
 
The weather is heating up, lets 
be careful out there. 
 
Mike  
 
 

Legislative Con’t from page 2 
 
 law, might well have passed 
also by the time you read this.  
We have another bill that looks 
like it will pass the House, and 
that’s HB3944, our Accent 
Lighting Bill. 
 
Now for the bad, and it’s not re-
ally that bad. HB3626, the Reck-
less driving bill, will not be go-
ing anywhere this year. Bob My-
ers was doing a little more re-
search on it and then got sick 
and missed the March deadline. 
If things work out, it’ll be rein-
troduced next year. The off road 
park we were promised in 
Brown County is not going to 
happen, but we have another 
spot to take its place and the 
people in that area want us to 
build there.   
 
And that’s all for now. 
 
Brian 
 

"Chains of habit are too light to 

be felt until they are too heavy to 

be broken."― Warren Buffett 

 
 

From April 1 to May 31 

 

Bring in the most new  

members And I will pay for 

your next years Membership 

dues! 

 

Who will win! 

 

Mike Scovel, President Will 

County Abate 
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ADVERTISING COST    

SIZE 1 MONTH 6 MONTHS 1 YEAR 

1/4 page $15  $75  $150  

1/2 page $20  $100  $200  

Full Page (Flyer) $25  $150  $250  

Classified Ads $5 mo   $10 w/picture  

NO TRAVEL AGENCIES,  INSURANCE COMPANIES,  
OR LAWYERS  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format  

Payment must be received by the 15th of every month. 

Email: editor@willcoabate.org   

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month. 
 

What are  you doing in spreading the 
word to family, friends, co-workers 
and just about anyone you meet to 
watch out for you and your friends 

when driving? 
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2015 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers  

President Mike mike@willcoabate.org 815.557.8525 

Vice President John johnf@willcoabate.org 815.342.6928 

Secretary Paul paul@willcoabate.org 815.514.7599 

Treasurer Joan joan@willcoabate.org 815.741.1646 

Legislative Brian    bruab@willcoabate.org 815.725.4357 

Safety & Education   officers@willcoabate.org   

Activities JoAnne activities@willcoabate.org 773.230.0233 

BOD Repre. Mad Maxx maxx@willcoabate.org 630.220.8731 

Editor Pat editor@willcoabate.org 815.258.6113 

Membership Helen helen@willcoabate.org 815.723.6839 

Merchandise 
Virginia & 
Deb 

virginia@willcoabate.org 
815.545.0502 
815.557.8750 

Public Relations Pink pink@willcoabate.org 815.210.3134  

Road Captain Jackie jackie@willcoabate.org 815.693.1597 

Sgt. At Arms TC tomc@willcoabate.org 815.325.4403 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
 
 

May 6, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
May 13, 2015 @ 7:30pm General Meeting 

 
June 3, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
June 10, 2015 @ 7:30pm General Meeting 

 
July 1, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 

Sunday, July 12, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting 
(Family Picnic details later) 

 

August 5, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
August 12, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting 

 
September 2, 2015 @ 7:00pm Officers Meeting 
September 9, 2015 @ 12:00pm General Meeting 
September 12, 2015 HOOTERS & SCOOTER 

(Details to follow closer to event) 

 
All are at the Harwood Post  (I80 & Larkin) 
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Activities: 
JoAnne  
 

We had lots of fun at the POOL 
Party on April 18th at Diamond 
Billiards in Lockport. Congrats 
to Ron K. for going undefeated 
and winning the tournament! 
Thank you Pat and Helen for 
helping out with the registration. 
Thanks to Teresa and AJ of Dia-
mond Billiards for hosting and 
running our tournament. Look-
ing forward to doing this again! 
 
It’s Book Run Time!!  
 
Book Run books are available. 
We’ve got 46 regular stops and 
4 bonus stops! See the flyer in 
this newsletter to see where you 
can pick up a book and let’s get 
out there and ride! Book run 
season runs through October 1st. 
Books must be turned in by Oc-
tober 31st to be eligible for any 
prizes. Be sure to check Face-
book for updates and dinner runs 
throughout the summer. And 
always call ahead on holidays to 
make sure bars are open. 
 
We’re looking for some feed-
back on the book run stops too. 
If there’s a place you really 
liked, note it in your book. If 
there were some you didn’t like 
(parking, location, etc.) let us 
know why. (Please be nice…all 

of these establishments are sup-
porting Will County ABATE.)  
And if you discover a new place 
that you think would make a 
great stop, let us know that too 
and we’ll see if we can add it to 
the book next year. 
 
And finally, I must thank the 
rest of the Book Run Committee 
for all of their hard work! 
Bruce A. * Helen B. * Billy C. * 
Marty H. * Joan L. * Joe L. 
John P. * Bobbie S. * Randy S. 
* Pat W. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
May 1st – Book Run starts 
June 14th – Kneeze in the Breeze 
Run (Dukane Chapter) 
July 12th – Family Picnic Day at 
the Post (Book Run Bonus Stop) 
August 9th – 6th Annual Wom-
en’s run (Dukane Chapter) 
September 12th – Hooters & 
Scooters 
October 1st – Book Run ends 
November 14th – Book Run Par-
ty 
 
Watch our Facebook page for 
more details to our upcoming 
events! 
 
Ride safe! 
JoAnne 
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Safety & Ed: 
John  
 
Happy May, Will County 
ABATE! 
 

Between last newsletter and this 
one, we scheduled our class 
presentations for about 180 stu-
dents at Lockport Township HS 
on Friday, April 24th.  The head 
of the driver’s education pro-
gram there rides and was very 
excited to have us talk to the 
kids. 
 

Warmer temperatures, sunshine, 
spring cleaning, and thoughts of 
getting out for a nice long scoot 
fill the heads of motorcyclists 
this time of year.  Most of us 
have been out a few times by 
now and I’m sure you’ve all no-
ticed the “deer in the headlight” 

look many of us get about this 
time every year.  I’ve already 
heard of a few crashes, some 
fatal, and it’s not even tax day. 
 

The plain fact of the matter is 
that we’re invisible to many oth-
er drivers no matter how many 
lights are on the bike, or how 
much bright clothing we wear, 
or even if we have the loudest 
pipes in the world.  We are 
around 3% of the motoring pub-
lic in Illinois. It’s still early in 
the riding season so the other 
97% isn’t used to seeing motor-
cycles on the road.  May is mo-
torcycle awareness month, but 
we have to be aware on the 
roadways as well. 
 

Stay safe, my friends. 
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IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ! 
 

In 2015 we will be discontinuing the 
printed newsletter. We need to have a 

minimum of 200 newsletters mailed to 
get the bulk rate discount. With the 

membership going down as it has over 
the past couple of years, we are right 
at 200 newsletters to be mailed every 
month. If membership continues to go 
down, we will not be able to meet that 

number.  
 

We are looking for input from you, the 
members that read the newsletter in 

printed form.  
 

We need to hear from you to know 
how many of you actually do read it. If 
you still want to receive it after 2015. 

 
Please contact Helen at (815)723-6839 

or Pat at (815) 258-6113. They are  
going to compile a list of those that 

still want to receive a newsletter in the 
mail.  

 
If you would like to be put on the 

email list, email  
Helen@willcoabate.org. We will keep 

you posted on the status as the year 
goes on. 

mailto:Helen@willcoabate.org
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going from April 1 to May 31. 
Whoever brings in the most 
members will get a free renewal 
on their membership. Bring in 
10 new members from January 
to December and the State office 
will give you a free member-
ship. 
 
Also I am still looking for some-

one to be my backup that might 

also be interested in running for 

the Membership Coordinator for 

next year. Please contact me if 

you are interested. 

hln 

Membership: 
Helen  
 

Hi everyone. We have been hav-
ing some great weather so I 
hope everyone is taking ad-
vantage of it. Please remember 
to carry some applications with 
you and talk-up ABATE to 
those that you meet.  If you see 
anyone’s name on the Most 
Wanted List please encourage 
them to renew.  
 
We need everyone to work on 
bringing in new members. Re-
member that you are the mem-
bership committee. Mike Scovel 
has a short membership drive 

Come to the May meeting to 
renew your membership.  

Meet with the new officers 
and hear what is going on in 

your Chapter. 
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Member’s names are  
published only in the printed  

version of the newsletter.  
 

See the printed newsletter for the 

names of members coming up for 

renewal 


