
May 2011  

Will County ABATE, P.O. Box 928, Plainfield, IL 60544 
 www.willcoabate.org 

President  1  
 
Secretary 2  
 
Legislative 3    
 
Events  5 
 
Activities 6  
 
Washington  8 
 
Book Run 10 
 
Safety & Ed 12 
 
Membership 13 

Page 1  

President: Al 
 
Hello everyone!  
 
Riding season is 

here. Please be aware that people 
still don't look out for us on the 
road, so ride defensively and 
safely. Our billboard has been 
put up by the Chicago St. exit off 
of I80. The billboard went up 
early due to a spot that was not 
filled. This also means the bill-
board will come down 1 week 
early, but actually it will be up 
for 7 weeks, better than original 
4 weeks.  
 
I thank Kat for coming up with 
the idea and coming through 
with this. Next time you see her 
give her a big hug for all of her 
efforts with the billboard.  
 
Don't forget to put out your yard 
signs, if you need more we have 
them, contact someone on the 
board or myself and we'll get 
them to you. Additionally, if 
there are any businesses that 
would like to put up a yard sign 
or banner let me know and we'll 
try to get one to them.  

As members of Will County we 
should be doing what ever we 
can to promote our awareness, 
let’s save not only our own but 
others as well.  
 
The proclamations are being 
signed from all the towns. For all 
of you that have put forth the 
efforts of doing this, I thank you. 
A big thanks goes out to Freak 
for making proclamations and 
getting them to the towns. For 
those that are hand delivering 
them, another thanks to you for 
taking the time in doing so.  
 
Don't forget about our Book Run 
that is going on right now and 
our upcoming events with the 
chapter including Members 
Nights Out, the dinner runs, and 
Hooters & Scooters.  
 
Thanks to Joan, I look forward in 
reading your article on the trip 
you made.  
 
Everyone enjoy you summer and 
ride safe.     
 
Pres. AL 
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President  Al    al@willcoabate.org 
Vice President  Vi    vi@willcoabate.org 
Treasurer  Pat    pat@willcoabate.org 
Secretary  Paul    paul@willcoabate.org 
Legislative  Brian    brian@willcoabate.org 
Activities  Barb    barb@willcoabate.org 
State Rep  Randy    randy@willcoabate.org 
Editor   John    john@willcoabate.org 
Merchandise  Sandi    sandi@willcoabate.org 
Safety & Ed  Monty    monty@willcoabate.org 
Membership  Helen    helen@willcoabate.org 
Road Captain  Jim    jim@willcoabate.org 
Sgt. At Arms  Mike    mike@willcoabate.org 
Public Relations Freak   freak@willcoabate.org 

Secretary  
Paul 
 
At present, all WCA 
and ABATE of Illi-

nois documents from 2003, 
2004, 2005 and 2006 are all 
digitized.  Documents from 
2007-2010 are not digitized yet.  
I will provide updates  on the 
progress of that project as it 
moves forward. 
 
Physical documents from the 
last three years  (2008-2010)  
will be kept as physical docu-

ments as well as in digital for-
mat. 
 
I would also like to thank 
Wayne for loaning his newslet-
ter archive to me for digitiza-
tion.  I want to complete the 
document digitization before I 
start on the newsletter archive. 
 
Again, if anyone has comments 
or questions, feel free to contact 
me at paul@willcoabate.org. 
 
Stay  Vertical, 
Paul 
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Hey, Will County 
ABATE! 
 
Even though the 
weather isn't coop-
erating, it's finally 

Spring, and just as Spring 
means more riding, it also 
means legislation affecting our 
riding is closer to becoming 
law.  Here's a rundown of bills 
we're watching in Springfield 
(current as of April 15): 
 
SB1291--ABATE License 
Plates: Passed Senate (even 
Donne Trotter voted "aye").  
Sent to House, where it was 
assigned to the State Govern-

ment Administration Committee.  
Call your State Representative 
and urge them to support! 
HB2860--Allows motorcycles 
and bicycles to proceed through 
an intersection or left-turn lane if 
the vehicle sensor loops in the 
pavement don't "recognize" your 
vehicle, provided it is safe to do 
so:  Passed House  (even Mary 
Flowers). Sent to Senate.  Call 
your State Senator and urge them 
to support! 
HB1979--Changes the allowable 
amount of  ethanol in "gasohol" 
from 10% to 15%:  Awaiting fi-
nal vote in  House, despite oppo-
sition from petroleum industry,  



 Page 4 

refiners, and retailers; this stuff 
will not only decrease gas 
mileage and drive up the cost 
of food, there hasn't been any 
testing in boats, lawn equip-
ment, motorcycles, or older 
cars. It could destroy your en-
gine.  Call your State Repre-
sentative and urge them to op-
pose!  If this bill passes the 
House and goes to the Senate, 
maybe a Senator who opposes 
this bill will sponsor it and sit 
on it until the Legislature ad-
journs; this is a move known as 
"billjacking," and while it's 
dirty politics, it may be our 
only hope of stopping this bill. 
 
The five helmet bills, the ATV 
"safety" bill, and the bill ban-
ning ticket quotas for State 
Troopers all appear dead for 
this session.  But never say 
"never!" 
 
Here's a rundown of pending 
legislation in Congress (look 
for Joan’s report on the D.C. 
lobbying trip elsewhere in this 
newsletter): 
 
HR412--the bill exempting 
youth-sized ATVs and dirt 
bikes from the CPSC lead ban:  
continues to gather co-sponsors 
in the House; also now has a 
companion bill in the Senate, 
which is: 
SA264--introduced by Mon-
tana Senator John Tester.  Call 
your U.S. Representative and 
urge their support for HR412 

(or in the case of Rep. Kinzinger, 
thank him for co-sponsoring); call 
Senators Durbin and Kirk and urge 
them to co-sponsor or at least sup-
port SA264.  Time is of the es-
sence. 
HR904--would prevent the Secre-
tary of Transportation from hand-
ing out Federal grant money to 
states for conducting helmet-
compliance inspections and motor-
cycle "safety" roadblocks.  When 
you're talking to your Congressman 
about HR412, urge their support 
for this bill too! 
 
There are plans to introduce the 
"Wilderness and Roadless Area 
Release Act" in the House.  This 
would free up as much as 40 mil-
lion acres of public land for ATV 
and dirtbike trail-riding, and would 
potentially reverse Interior Secre-
tary Salazar's land-grab.  There's no 
bill number as of this writing, but 
I'll keep you informed. 
 
That's it in a nutshell.  Now, we 
need to call or write our legislators 
in Springfield and Washington and 
urge them to support (or oppose) 
these bills.  If we don't speak up, 
we have no one to blame but our-
selves if our elected representatives 
vote against our interests. 
 
Till next month, 
Brian, Legislative Curmudgeon 
"The two most common elements in the 
universe:  hydrogen and stupidity" 
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June 
6  Board Meeting 7pm at the Post 
8  General Meeting at the Post 7:30pm 
18 IL Motorcycle Freedom Run - Grundy Co. Fair
 grounds Lineup 6a - 10a. 
24-26  ABATE of Illinois State Party - Effingham 
 
July 
6  Board Meeting at the Post 7pm 
10  (Sunday) General Meeting at the Post 12 noon cookout 
10  Peotone swap meet 
 
August 
3  Board meeting at the Post 7pm 
8-24  Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 
10 General Meeting at the Post 7:30pm 

Upcoming Events 

Chuck Grimm (Realtor) 
CENTURY 21 Danek Realty 
24724 W. Eames (Rt. 6) 
Channahon, IL 60410 
www.ChuckGrimm.com 
Chuck.Grimm@century21.com 
Office: 815‐521‐0055 
Fax: 815‐521‐9149 
Cell: 815‐351‐5485 

For assistance with all your Real Estate needs: 
Commercial,   Residential,     Buying,    Selling, 
Investment and Relocation. Call me. Chuck 
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My fellow abate members: 
Just want to let you all know I have the State Bike Raffle Tickets.  If 
you would like to purchase some, I am going to try to be at all of the 
member night outs this year as well as the membership meetings. You 
may also reach me at spivey24205@comcast.net or 815-693-1597.   5% 
of the proceeds come back to our chapter.  Each ticket is ONLY $5 
each.   
Jackie 
Charter Member of Will County Chapter, ABATE of IL, Inc. 

Barb, 
Activities 
 
Good day all!  
Well the warm 
weather has ar-

rived. We are gearing up for a 
very exciting year. In May 
we’ll kick off the season on 
Saturday the 7th with our first 
chapter ride. We  will leave 
the Dale AC - 704 Moen Ave, 
Rockdale, IL. at 12:30 sharp. 
Gina from JK Harrisons will 
be providing a free lunch just 
as she does every year for the 
chapter. Then we will ride 
over to Freak’s new place ... 
 
On Sunday May 22nd we will 
do a ride for book run stops. 
We will be leaving RJ's - 201 
Moen Ave Rockdale IL. at 
11:00 am sharp Road Captain 
Jim will be leading both runs.  
 

Sticking with our last Friday of 
the month for May we will 
change things up a bit. Leaving 
the Harwood Post @ 6:30 
heading to the Office 25520 S. 
Pheasant Ln, Channahon, cor-
ner of Rt 6 and Ridge Road for 
Dinner. If you can’t make the 
the Post meet us at The Of-
fice ... 
Please let myself ,Bobbi or Bill   
know if there is something you 
would like to do as a chapter.  
 
I would like to thank Pam and 
the committee for a great job 
on the book run.  
 
Please Make sure you are fu-
eled up and ready to ride, and 
don't be late.  
 
Ride Safe  
Barb 
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SUNDAY - BLOODY MARY BAR 
PLENTY OF BIKE PARKING 

COVERED OUTDOOR SMOKING AREA 
KARAOKE - EVERY WED & SAT@ 9:30PM 

 
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS 

 
STOP IN EARLY ON SATURDAY MORNINGS  

WE OPEN AT 8am 
 

DOUBLE “J” IS ON THE BOOK RUN THIS YEAR  
 

OUTDOOR PARTIES WELCOME 
 

MEMBER OF ABATE SINCE 2003 
 

WWW.DOUBLEJSPORTSBAR.COM  

OPEN: 
MON - THURS 10am - 2am 

FRIDAY 10am- 3am 
SATURDAY 8am - 3am 
SUNDAY 11am - 2am 
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Hi All, 
 
I was given an amazing opportunity 
along with 7 A.B.A.T.E. members 
from other chapters to spend the week 
of April 3rd in Washington DC.  We 
met with 13 Illinois Congressmen and 
2 Illinois Senators along with Secre-
tary of Transportation Ray LaHood 
and NHTSA Director Strickland.   Jeff 
Hennie, Vice President of the Motor-
cycle Riders Foundation also joined us 
in several of the meetings. 
 
We gave everyone our "Wish List" but 
to save time actually hit on two sub-
jects that we felt are very important to 
all riders.  We asked that  the Manda-
tory Roadside Motorcycle Check-
points be fully de-funded (we learned 
that the State of Illinois was not paid 
for this, that the State Police did them 
last year on their own).  Georgia was 
the only State that was actually paid to 
have these checkpoints. 
 
We also asked them to support the 
Kids Just Want to Ride Act which 
would exempt items that are not in 
danger of being ingested by America's 
youth.  Last year the CSPC banned the 
sale of all youth motorcycles, ATV's 
and all associated equipment because 
the small vehicles contained too much 
lead in certain parts of the machines.  
This would also affect larger machines 
because some of the parts are inter-
changeable. 
 
We were very well received by every-
one that we met with and saw that they 
really enjoyed meeting with us.  Some 
called us refreshing to Washington 
and asked why we weren't wearing our 

Above, A.B.A.T.E. Members with Aaron Shock  
Below - Adam Kinzinger 

"leathers" and if we rode there.  We 
were given a tour of the Capitol and 
taken to lunch in the Capitol dining 
room. 
 
I am very proud to say that we did a 
very good job for A.B.A.T.E.  By the 
time that we left DC most everyone that 
we had met with had signed on to these 
2 bills along with some others from 
other States.  Another first for 
A.B.A.T.E. was the meeting with Sec-
retary of Transportation LaHood since 
he was appointed to his office and that 
meeting went extremely well for us.  
We took names and kicked butt! 
 
Joan 
Will County A.B.A.T.E. 

 Page 9 

To the left, 
A.B.A.T.E. with 
Randy Hultgren, and 
below, Joe Walsh 
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Book Run Committee Chair 
Pam 
 
Well it is here, the 2011 Will 
County ABATE Book Run has 
officially started and it’s going 
to be a great season! If you 
aren’t sure what the book run 
is about, it’s simple.  

You stop at one of the 34 regu-
lar establishments and you buy 
a book for $15. Then visit the 
34 regular establishments and 
get your book stamped while 
visiting. If you would like to 
take some longer rides, visit 
our 6 bonus stops.  

Last year, we did some over-
night trips around the book 
run. We have the best memo-
ries of those weekends and 
laugh every time we talk about 
them. Some were planned and 
others weren’t, just ask Ebs 
and Ted and TRUST me when 
I say, “NEVER use the micro-
wave in a motel EVER!!  If 
you haven’t heard about our 
trip to Poopy’s last year, just 
ask me when you see me again. 
OMG, pig farmers and the 
Bates Motel! 

The point I am making is the 
stops in the books will take 
you on adventures that you 
may or may not have planned. 
They give you a destination to 
head towards but what you find 
on the way may be a memory 

of a lifetime.  

That’s what the committee at-
tempted to do this year. They 
wanted to give everyone a riding 
experience to remember and 
while delivering the books we 
have already started identifying 
some places we would like to 
add for next year. So while you 
are out there on the roads of ad-
venture and you stop in between 
locations and you find a place 
you like, open the book to page 
30 and write down the name, 
town and contact person if you 
know it. Many of the stops on 
the book are from our members 
and their suggestions.  

Some updates on the run already: 

H2O bar is planning to be open 
starting 4/16. 

Freakster’s Roadhouse plans on 
being open by 5/1. 

And Biker Billy wants to share 
that The Last Chance Saloon 
opens at 8am on Sunday and 
serves liquor at 10 am. They 
have a Killer Breakfast on Sun-
day's. Thank you, Billy! 

Remember life is an open road 
and time is flying by, so let’s 
grab your books and start this 
ride! 

Pam 

ABATE Book Run Chair 
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  Mark Roy & Associates 
COUNSELING SERVICES 

Individual, Marital & Family Healing, Growth, Recovery 

Clinical Hypnotherapist 
Life Strategist 
Healer 

Joliet (815) 725-2272 
Fax (708) 346-6169 

Email - markroyl@comcast.net 

1000 Essington Road, Suite 127 
Joliet, IL 60435 

MARK ROY, M.S.W., L.C.S.W. 
Oak Forest Office (708) 535-3132 

Safety & Ed Monty  

                  Group Riding Tips: 
 

1. Organize the ride. Make sure everyone knows the destination in case someone 
gets separated. Place experienced riders as lead and sweep. Make sure every-
one knows the hand signals. 

2. Allow newer riders to follow just behind the lead, this way the leader can eas-
ily see if the pace needs adjusting. 

3. Group riding doesn’t mean surrendering your safety or riding beyond your 
comfort level. 

4. Avoid fixating on the bike directly in front of you. Look well through turns to 
where you want to go. 

5. Maintain the stagger formation transforming to single file when conditions and 
visibility suggest to do so. Use 2 second spacing when single file. 

6. At intersections, as the light turns green or when traffic opens up, the bike on 
the left proceeds first. 

7. If, and when it becomes necessary for one motorcycle to stop, all other motor-
cycles are to proceed until they have a safe place to pull over. 

Membership ‐ Helen  
Hi Everyone, 

The weather is getting better and 
better.  Our membership is climb-
ing and it would be great if every-
one would carry a few applications 
on your bike to try to recruit more 
members. You can get them from 
me or at Harwood Post. The more 
the merrier!  

There is a long list of renewals for 
May and June. If you know anyone 

on the list please remind them about 
renewing. 

Don’t forget that all renewals get a 
free yard sign. You can pick one up 
at the General Membership meeting. 
Just show your receipt to our Mis-
tress of Merchandise within 90 days 
of your renewal. For those that send 
through the mail or do not have a 
receipt I can verify when you re-
newed. 

Have A Great Month - Helen 

WANDA   
JOHN A  
CARL J  
DONNA   
RANDI   
VIC  Last 
MICHAEL Names  
MARK  Are  
CLAYTON Published 
TRACY  In 
WALLY  Printed 
TIM  Version 
JEFF  Only 
KIMBERLY  
BARBARA  
KEVIN W  
JEFFREY A  
PAULA M  
CHAD   
JANA   
MICHAEL  
JEANNE M  
RICK   
KIM   
TIMOTHY  
MARK   
JOHN   
LORI   
JOHN   
THOMAS  J  
DOUG   
MARY   
BRIAN   
PAT   

GLEN   
STEVE   
CHARLES  
ROBERT J  
ART   
KATHY   
STEVEN   
JANET L  
JOHN   
DANIEL P  
ROBERT F  
CARRIE   
DANIEL   
RICK   
SANDRA HOWARD 
RON   
RICHARD  N  
BOB   
RICK   
GENE E  
CHRISTIAN  
YVETTE   
BERNIE   
DOMINIC POMA 
JOHN   
JEFF   
CHRIS   
JOHN   

                MAY                    MOST WANTED                  JUNE 


