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bers to bring a side dish or dessert. 
I know Bobbie’s working hard to 
make this a fun time for everyone, 
so make plans to be there on Sun-
day, July 13th. We’ll have a very 
short meeting, and then it’s time to 
relax, eat, and socialize! 
 
We’ve started planning Hooters & 
Scooters 2014. This is our biggest 
event and our biggest source of 
income to use in the fight for mo-
torcycle rights. We still need some 
committee members, so don’t be 
shy—step up and help us put this 
together. It’s really not that much 
work and it would be great to see 
some faces other than the “usual 
suspects” who volunteer for every-
thing. This is YOUR Chapter; help 
it be successful by sharing your 
ideas and giving a couple hours of 
your time!  And if you’re not com-
fortable being on the committee, 
we can sure use your help the day 
of the event—we’ll need people to 
set up, work registration, sell mer-
chandise and memberships, and 
help tear down after the bikes 
leave.  It’s easy, and it helps en-
sure the success of the run. 
 
Till next month, ride every chance 
you get! 
 
Brian 
 

President:   
Brian  
 
 
 
 

Hey there, members and friends! 
 
Spring is finally here, and we can 
do some serious riding without 
worrying about frostbite!  And to 
help you put on some miles and 
see some new sights, the 2014 
Book Run is underway. There are 
quite a few new stops, and they’re 
all excited to be included, and are 
eager to show you a good time and 
some great food too. Be sure to 
pick up your book at one of the 
stops and join the fun! There’s a 
flyer elsewhere in this newsletter 
and on our Facebook page. 
 
Our July Cookout Meeting is go-
ing to be something special this 
year.  It’s going to be a family pic-
nic, complete with games and ac-
tivities for the kids and also for the 
grown-ups. We’re going to invite 
our political friends like we’ve 
done in the past, so it’s a good op-
portunity to talk with them in a 
laid-back atmosphere, and it’s also 
a way to show them that bikers are 
no different than “regular people.”  
The Chapter will furnish the main 
course, and as usual, we ask mem-

AMERICAN LEGION HARWOOD POST 
NO. 5  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
7 DAYS A WEEK AT 11 AM 
SUPPORT YOUR VETERANS 
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May 2014  June 2014  

Membership:       Helen  
 
DID YOU KNOW: that if you send in your renewal in an envelope sup-
plied by the ABATE  State Office that your chapter does not get the $3.00 
credit? Please use the form from the newsletter or contact me and I will 
send you a Chapter Renewal envelope. I will be sending out renewal en-
velopes next week for those expiring(ed) from March thru July 2014. 
Thanks for all of your support and your continued support. 
 
The State Office is now asking that if you take an application or send 

yours in using a credit card they will also need the 3 digit code. They 

found out from the bank that the fees are less if they have their CSC 

(credit security code). 

MOST WANTED (This is meant with love and affection. We want you 
back)   

Member’s names are  
published only in the printed version of 

the newsletter.  
 

See the printed newsletter for the names 

of members coming up for  

renewal 
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YOUR CHAPTER 

NEEDS YOU! 
 

ACTIVITIES or MERCHANDISE COORDINATOR 
 

Have fun meeting new people  
Contact us at officers@willcoabate.org or come to any  

officers or membership meeting 
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2014 Will County A.B.A.T.E. Officers  

President Brian    brian @ willcoabate . Org 815.725.4357 

Vice President Randy randy @ willcoabate . org 815.474.0045 

Secretary Paul pauL @ willcoabate . org 815.514.7599 

Treasurer Joan joan @ willcoabate . org 815.741.1646 

Legislative Mike mike @ willcoabate . org 815.557.8525 

Safety & Education Noelle noelle  @ willcoabate . org 815.690.2082 

Activities       

BOD Repre. Mad Maxx maxx @ willcoabate . org 630.220.8731 

Editor Pat editor @ willcoabate.org 815.258.6113 

Membership Helen helen @ willcoabate . org 815.723.6839 

Merchandise       

Public Relations Freak freak @ willcoabate . org   

Road Captain Joe joe @ willcoabate . org 815.690.2083 

Sgt. At Arms Brian    brian _ p @ willcoabate . org 815.909.8753 

Webmaster Mark webmaster @ willcoabate . org   

Upcoming Meetings & Events: 
 

June 4 @ 7pm Officers meeting 
June 11 @ 7:30pm meeting 

 
July 2 @ 7pm Officers meeting 
July 13 @ 12:00 meeting THEN 

Family Picnic 
 

Dinner Runs to be announced soon. 
 
 

All are at the Harwood Post  (I80 & Larkin) 
 

Mileage Contest contact Brian P. 815.909.8753 
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Safety & Ed 
Noelle  
 
 
 

Now that we are hitting riding sea-
son in full swing, the weather has 
finally broken through the ice cas-
ing that hit us this past winter. Our 
bikes have been tuned up, cleaned 
and polished, tires checked. We are 
ready to ride and feel the wind on 
our faces. Please keep in mind 
Safety, in everything you do. 
 
On occasion my husband and I find 
ourselves to be slight road warriors; 
we have taken several long week-
end trips to the East Coast on our 
bikes, all in a short amount of time. 
I have learned a lot on these trips, 
since I have only been riding my 
own for 4 years.  
 
My first trip, I had a bad allergy 
attack in Pennsylvania, and when 
fueling at a rest area I purchased an 
over-the counter allergy relief pill, 
and gladly took it. 2 hours later, 
while riding in the mountains of 
upstate New York, on the express-
way in a construction zone, my 
husband noticed me lagging behind 
further and further, he slowed 
down to check on me and found me 
70% asleep while riding. I didn’t 
even realize, it came over me so 
fast. We got off the highway at the 
next exit and I took a good nap in 
the grass, and boosted myself with 
an energy drink. When I was com-
fortable that I could continue safe-
ly, we did. Lesson learned, I was 
lucky! 
 
 

Please do not ride impaired, impaired 
includes intoxication, medication some 
prescription may be impairing, some 
over the counter cause drowsiness (e.g. 
Benadryl) and let’s not forget fatigue. 
Please don’t ride if you are too tired to 
be safe and aware of everything. 
 
Another trip found us caught in a rain 
monsoon in the Pocono Mountains of 
Pennsylvania, with no shelter and no 
safe place to pull off the road with our 
bikes, since the water was rushing 
down the sides of the mountain sweep-
ing over the roadway. We did not have 
rain gear, when we left the house that 
morning, it was sunny and 80 degrees, 
no prediction of rain. We were like 
drowned rats, grateful to a motorist 
who saw us struggling and put on their 
hazards, following us all the way to the 
next shelter where we safely stopped. 
Everything was soaked, clothes, gloves, 
water running into our eyes (burning 
mine since I wear hair products) Our 
boots full of water, like standing in a 
leather pond. What I would have done 
for rain gear. 
 
These are just a couple of the instances 

where the ride turned into much more 

of an adventure then we would have 

liked. But should it ever happen again, I 

will be much more prepared. 
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Leg. Cont’d from page 6 
 
came from the Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation (MRF). It’s the start at 
another attempt for a National hel-
met law.  Some of our leaders in 
Washington would like for this 
country to be more like Europe, as 
far as motorcycles are concerned.  
This would limit the size of the 
engines in the motorcycles, de-
pending on your riding abilities.  
In addition, you would be required 
to ride with all the gear that the 
government says you have to 
have!  So…would this be taking 
away from our freedoms as riders?  
You be the judge.  This is the very 
start of new legislation that very 
well could come to be reality.  
 
Some of you out there may think, 
“Well I have been riding for years, 
so they will have to grandfather 

me in!” Don’t bet on that!  They 
will do their best to make sure that 
does not happen. As thing develop 
over the next few months, I will 
keep you informed.   
When all of our lawmakers take 
summer recess, I urge every one 
of you to make it a point to stop 
by their local offices.  They al-
ways say the like to hear from the 
people they were elected to serve.  
So why not?  Let them know your 
concerns. The wheels of govern-
ment are always turning. Let them 
know that they cannot stop our 
wheels from turning.  Be safe, be  
aware. 
 

You may not be thinking about 
politics, but politics is thinking 
about you. 
 
Kerry Washington 

Address: 
272-274 N. Main Street, 
Seneca Illinois 61360 
 
Phone: 
815-357-8809 

 
Hours: 
Mon-Thurs 7am—1am 
Fri—Sat 7am—3am 
Sun 10am—midnight 
Kitchen 11am—9pm 
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ADVERTISING COST    

SIZE 1 MONTH 6 MONTHS 1 YEAR 

1/4 page $15  $75  $150  

1/2 page $20  $100  $200  

Full Page (Flyer) $25  $150  $250  

Classified Ads $5 mo   $10 w/picture  

MUST BE MOTORCYCLE RELATED. NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Ad must have artwork ready and in .jpeg format  

Payment must be received by the 15th of every month. 

Email: editor@willcoabate.org   
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Legislative: 
Mike  
 
Well, folks Spring is here. I can 
tell by the thunder storms rum-
bling as I write this. I can tell 
you that there will be more rum-
bling down the road on the legis-
lative front if we as member 
don’t take action in the months 
to come. Here’s a question for 
all of you. Have you ever heard 
of “Global Harmonization” in 
the motorcycle world? No, that 
doesn’t mean that a bunch of 
bikers walk up to the top of a hill 
in Switzerland and sing “I’d like 
to buy the world a Coke”.  You 
will most likely hear this in the 
months to come if the federal 
government gets their way. More 
of our freedoms will be chipped 
away little by little. This is part 
of President Obama’s Grow 
America Act. There is a helmet 
law buried in this bill…but this 
is only the start of worse things 
to come. More on this later in 
my article. 
 
SB2633 OFF HIGHWAY VE-
HICLE STAMP.  Amends the 
Recreational Trails of Illinois 
Act. Fee for vehicles larger than 
75cc shall be $15 annually. Un-
der 75cc fee will be $10 annual-
ly.  Property owners and their 
immediate families whether they 
live on property or not will not 
need the stamp. This has passed 
both House and Senate. 
 
 

SB3290 LIABILITY: OFF 
RODE RIDING.  Amends the 
Premises Liability Act. Exempts 
owners or operators from civil 
and criminal liability arising out 
of or as a consequence of noise 
or sound emissions resulting 
from the use (instead of “normal 
use”) of off road riding facility.  
This will allow off-road riding 
facilities to hold concerts and 
other forms of entertainment. 
This has passed both House and 
Senate. 
 
SB 3312 POKER RUN-
LOCATIONS.  This bill has 
been amended 3 times. This al-
lows Poker Runs, Dice Runs, 
and Marble Runs to buy a $25 
permit in the county where the 
event ends and prizes are award-
ed. This one permit covers all 
stops for that particular event.  
This bill goes for 3rd reading of 
the week of May 12th, if the bill 
is not signed by the Governor by 
the time this news letter reaches 
you, WE URGE YOU TO MAKE 
THE CALLS TO YOUR REPRE-
SENTIVE AND URGE THEM 
TO ASK THE GOVERNOR TO 
SIGN THE BILL.   
 
President Obama released his 
version of a transportation bill, 
which has a specific provision 
that would allow the federal gov-
ernment to make a push for man-
datory helmet law.  This report  
 
 

Leg. Con’t on page 8  
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